






















WHO AM I?

Béla Czóbel: Sitting Man II (Portrait d’ homme), 1906
Musée des Beaux-Arts de la Rochelle, Rochelle (France)

Every morning I 

start my day …

I meet my friends on a 

regular basis, and we …

Twice a week …

In theevenings …

I work as a …

I’m not used to sitting 
still like this because …

Afte
r w

ork 

I u
sually …

After sitting   

for this portrait 

in Béla’s studio, I …



Every morning I 

start my day …

In theevenings …

After sitting   

for this portrait 

in Béla’s studio, I …

WHO IS LOOKING?
Look into these eyes. Can you guess what 
creature or person these eyes belong to? 

János Kmetty: Self-portrait (detail), 1929, FMC  /  János Kmetty: Self-portrait (detail), 1968, FMC  
Mária Modok: Woman (detail), 1937, FMC



The painters in these self-portraits 
were well aware of their importance 
and artistic achievements. They gave 
an exaggerated representation  
of themselves. Match the adjectives  
with the relevant painting(s).

ELONGATED

SQUARED

WEIRD

LIFELIKE

REALISTIC

SERIOUS

MONUMENTAL

VICTORIOUS

ELEGANT

FRIGHTENED

MEDITATIVE

DRUNK

DISTANT

COLORFUL

SYMPATHETIC

WILD

ADVENTUROUS

EXPRESSIVE

EMOTIONAL

COLD

FUNNY

FRIGHTENING 

FRIENDLY

GENTLE

PROPORTIONAL

EASY-GOING 

SENSITIVE

POWERFUL

PATIENT

CONTEMPTUOUS

Lajos Tihanyi: Self-portrait, 1914
Hungarian National Gallery 
© Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, 2022

Róbert Berény: Self-portrait, 1910
Janus Pannonius Museum, Pécs
Hungart © 2022

József Nemes-Lampérth:  Self-portrait, 1911
Hungarian National Gallery 
© Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, 2022 Bertalan Pór: Self-portrait, 1910s

Hungarian National Gallery 
© Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, 2022



Can you express yourself in words? Write a poem.

I am			     		  and				              (two adjectives)

I wonder					                           (something you are interested in)

I see									               (an imaginary face)

I hear									            (an imaginary sound)

I want									              (a desire you have)

I am					     and				              (two adjectives)

I feel 	 								            (your emotions now)

I touch								            (an imaginary touch)

I dream							          (something you dream about)

I hope								                (something you hope for)

I am			     		  and				              (two adjectives)

PORTRAIT POEM of Róbert Berény

I am elegant and talented
I wonder how to paint a self-portrait of an aristocratic and unfriendly man
I see strange-looking men who don’t wear fashionable hats
I hear applause and cheering for my unusual paintings
I want to create an exceptional art piece

I am elegant and talented 

I feel satisfied and balanced all the time
I touch a paint brush and a smartphone (is it mine?!?)
I dream about travelling this big-big world
I hope to end this poem with a positive word

I am elegant and talented.

You can see some self-portraits painted by Czóbel’s fellow artists on the 
previous page. They, including Béla Czóbel, belonged to the Eight, a progressive 
group of Hungarian painters. They were influenced by the new modern art 
movements in Paris. The Eight opened their first exhibition in Budapest in 1909, 
and their paintings were exhibited in France and the USA in the upcoming 
years. People reacted to their works of art either with enthusiasm or with total 
rejection. In general, nobody was left indifferent.



HOW TO DRAW A FACE

1. Eyes        2. Eyebrows        3. Nose         4. Mouth            5. Hair             6. Ears



HOW TO DRAW A FACE LIKE OR DISLIKE?

               What are your pet peeves? List three of them. 
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2
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The drawing by Czóbel resembles 
Rembrandt’s portraits. 
In the picture frame from the 
documentary film titled Visit to Czóbel’s 
Studio (1971), you can see  
a reproduction of a Rembrandt painting  
on the wall. 

Sometimes we  
feel bothered by 
things we don’t  
like, rather dislike, 
even hate. 
A peeve is an 
annoyance, 
something that 
annoys you,  
irritates you, 
drives you crazy. 
A pet peeve is a  
kind of annoyance 
you like complaining  
about.  
For example,  
talking during 
movies, dog poop 
on the pavement, 
long queues,  
writing tests, etc.



Red is a primary colour, one of the most visible ones in the colour spectrum, 
second only to yellow. It is the most contradictory of the colours:  
the colour of extremes associated with love, passion and desire as well as anger, 
danger and power.

Béla Czóbel: Mimi in Busby, 1975 FMC / Woman in Red Cap, 1926-27, FMC 
Enterieur with Puppet, 1966, FMC / Karola in Green Hat, 1974, FMC
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*Complementary colours: colours opposite each other on the colour wheel, such as red and green.
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RED THINGS I LIKE… strawberry



Compare and contrast the following portrait paintings. Complete the sentences.

What I find similar between the two paintings is that they show 

Béla Czóbel: Self-portrait, 1975, FMC

József Rippl-Rónai: 
Self-portrait in a Red Cap and a Red Scarf, 1924
Hungarian National Gallery 
© Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, 2022

I can see some differences, for instance, 

RED THINGS I LIKE…

+	     =



COUPLE PORTRAITS
Béla Czóbel rarely painted portraits of couples. Here you can see one of them. 
It shows art historian Mimi Kratochwill and her husband. Look closely, what does 
their body language suggest about their relationship?

We looked around in our art storage rooms, and found some sketches  
of couples drawn by Czóbel. You can see people who are definitely related to 
each other and people who were chosen randomly to be captured by the artist.  
What do you think they are talking about? Make some mini dialogues.
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Béla Czóbel: Two Sitting Figures, n.d., FMC

Béla Czóbel: Man with a Child, n.d., FMC

Béla Czóbel: Two Female Figures, n.d., FMC

Béla Czóbel: Two Figures in an Interior, n.d., FMC



WHERE SHOULD I GO?

Where would YOU like to travel? Choose a destination, and think about your 
dream holiday. Make some notes about it.

DESTINATION:

TIME OF YEAR:

LENGTH OF HOLIDAY:

MEANS OF TRANSPORT:

ACCOMMODATION:

ACTIVITIES TO DO:

Béla Czóbel: Woman in Repose, 1919, FMC

Béla Czóbel 
liked to paint 
his female 
sitters in a 
casual body 
posture, 
feeling 
relaxed and 
opening up 
to the viewer. 
The lady lying 
on the sofa 
seems to be 
daydreaming. 
She might 
be dreaming 
about a 
holiday in the 
near future. 






